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Mr. SENSENBRENNER changed his
vote from ‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’

So the bill was passed.
The result of the vote was announced

as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.
Stated for:
Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I

missed the vote on H.R. 1480, the Water Re-
sources Development Act because I was de-
tained away from the Capitol and the vote
closed as I returned. Had I been present, I
would have voted ‘‘yes.’’
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
able to be present for rollcall votes 103 and
104.

Had I been present, I would have voted
‘‘yes’’ or ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall votes 103 and 104.

f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 1480.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
EMERSON). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania?

There was no objection.

f

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM

(Mr. MENENDEZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam Speaker, I
take this time to inquire about next
week’s schedule from the distinguished
majority leader.

Mr. ARMEY. Madam Speaker, will
the gentleman yield?

Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam Speaker, I
yield to the distinguished majority
leader for purposes of discussing next
week’s schedule.

Mr. ARMEY. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding.

Madam Speaker, I am pleased to an-
nounce that we have concluded our leg-
islative business for the week. On Mon-
day, May 3, the House will meet at 2
o’clock p.m. for a pro forma session.
There will be no legislative business
and no votes on that day.

On Tuesday, May 4, the House will
meet at 12:30 p.m. for morning hour
and 2 p.m. for legislative business. The

House will consider a number of bills
under suspension of the rules, a list of
which will be distributed to Members’
offices. Members should note that we
anticipate votes after 2 p.m. on Tues-
day.

On Wednesday, May 5, and Thursday,
May 6, the House will take up the fol-
lowing measures, both of which will be
subject to rules: The emergency
Kosovo supplemental bill for fiscal
year 1999 and H.R. 833, the Bankruptcy
Reform Act of 1999. It is our hope that
the conference report on H.R. 4, the
National Missile Defense bill, will also
be available next week.

Madam Speaker, we should finish
legislative business and have Members
on their way home to their families on
Thursday, May 6.

Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam Speaker, if
the majority leader would allow a ques-
tion, could the majority leader tell us
on which day next week the Kosovo
supplemental will be on the floor and
for what amount it will be?

Mr. ARMEY. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for his inquiry.
Let me say I can say with a high de-
gree of certainty that the legislation
will be on the floor on Thursday of
next week, and, of course, it will be up
to the Committee on Appropriations to
report it. I cannot give the figure in
terms of its amount until after the
committee has its markup, I think
later today.

Mr. MENENDEZ. If the majority
leader would answer one other ques-
tion: Is it the majority leader’s inten-
tion, or does he know if that supple-
mental will include a supplemental for
Central America and for the farming
community in the country?

Mr. ARMEY. I thank the gentleman
for his inquiry. As the gentleman
knows, we had that legislation pass
through the House. We have gone to
conference with the Senate. We wait
upon the Senate with respect to that
earlier supplemental report that has
the inclusions that the gentleman
speaks of. It is our anticipation that
the week following next we would have
that back in conference, as well as the
Kosovo work, and we should be able to
complete all supplemental work on
both bills by the end of the week fol-
lowing next.

Mr. MENENDEZ. I thank the major-
ity leader. For many of us it is a real
concern, the Central American farming
package. While we face one emergency,
we have another emergency with 1 mil-
lion people to the south of our border
who we are concerned about in the con-
text of immigration and in the context
of disease and the context of helping to
rebuild their countries. We would cer-
tainly hope that we could in a bipar-
tisan way work expeditiously to make
sure that that emergency is equally as
resolved.

Mr. ARMEY. Madam Speaker, I ap-
preciate the gentleman’s remarks.
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EXPRESSING SENSE OF CONGRESS

REGARDING SOCIAL PROBLEM
OF CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT
Mr. FLETCHER. Madam Speaker, I

ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce
and the Committee on the Judiciary be
discharged from further consideration
of the concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 93) expressing the sense of the
Congress regarding the social problem
of child abuse and neglect and sup-
porting efforts to enhance public
awareness of this problem, and ask for
its immediate consideration in the
House.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky?

There was no objection.
The Clerk read the concurrent reso-

lution, as follows:
H. CON. RES. 93

Whereas each year more than 3,000,000 chil-
dren in the United States are reported as
suspected victims of child abuse and neglect;

Whereas more than 500,000 American chil-
dren are currently unable to live safely with
their families and have been placed in foster
homes and institutions;

Whereas it is estimated that more than
1,000 children in the United States, 78 per-
cent of whom are less than 5 years of age and
38 percent of whom are less than 1 year of
age, lose their lives each year as a direct re-
sult of abuse and neglect;

Whereas the tragic social problem of child
abuse and neglect results in human and eco-
nomic costs due to its relationship to crime
and delinquency, drug and alcohol abuse, do-
mestic violence, and welfare dependency; and

Whereas April has been designated by the
President as Child Abuse Prevention Month
to focus public awareness on this social ill:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That—

(1) it is the sense of the Congress that—
(A) the faith community, nonprofit organi-

zations, State and local officials involved in
prevention of child abuse and neglect, and
volunteers throughout the United States
should recommit themselves and mobilize
their resources to assist children in danger
of abuse or neglect;

(B) Federal resources should be marshalled
in a manner that maximizes their impact on
the prevention of child abuse and neglect;

(C) because abuse and neglect of children
increases the likelihood that they will later
engage in criminal activity, State and local
officials should be provided with increased
flexibility that allows them to use Federal
law enforcement resources in the fight to
prevent child abuse and neglect if they con-
sider that use appropriate; and

(D) child protective services agencies, law
enforcement agencies, and the judicial sys-
tem should coordinate their efforts to the
maximum extent possible to prevent child
abuse and neglect; and

(2) the Congress—
(A) supports efforts in the United States

to—
(i) focus the attention of the Nation on the

disturbing problem of child abuse;
(ii) demonstrate gratitude to the people in

the United States who work to keep children
safe; and

(iii) encourage individuals to take action
in their own communities to make them
healthier places in which children can grow
and thrive; and

(B) commends the faith community, non-
profit organizations, State and local officials
involved in prevention of child abuse and ne-
glect, and volunteers throughout America
for their efforts on behalf of abused and ne-
glected children everywhere.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. FLETCHER)
is recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. FLETCHER. Madam Speaker, for
purposes of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. SCOTT) pending
which I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. SCOTT. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Mrs. JONES) be al-
lowed to manage the time and yield de-
bate time on this side.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.
Mr. FLETCHER. Madam Speaker, I

am here today to recognize the contin-
ued and very good efforts by the gen-
tlewoman from Ohio (Ms. PRYCE) who
has offered this resolution, and I stand
honored to speak on this very impor-
tant resolution.

This resolution calls for a greater
commitment toward recognizing the
problem of child abuse and neglect and
encourages more to be done for its pre-
vention. Specifically it promotes great-
er coordination between child protec-
tive services agencies, law enforcement
agencies and the judicial system in
working to prevent such abuse and ne-
glect. Additionally, it commends the
work of those who keep children safe,
including those in the faith commu-
nity, nonprofit organizations, State
and local agencies and volunteer orga-
nizations.

Madam Speaker, as you know, April
is Child Abuse Prevention Month. The
estimated number of children seriously
injured by all forms of maltreatment
quadrupled between 1986 and 1997. The
estimated number of sexually abused
children increased by 83 percent, the
number of physically neglected chil-
dren rose 102 percent, there was a 333
percent increase in the estimated num-
ber of emotionally neglected children,
and the estimated number of phys-
ically abused children rose 42 percent.
Now 500,000 American children are cur-
rently unable to live safely with their
families and have been placed in foster
homes and institutions.

During Child Abuse Prevention
Month, we should focus the Nation’s
attention on this national tragedy and
demonstrate gratitude to the people in
the United States who work to keep
our children safe. Moreover, Congress
should continue working to help State
and local officials in their effort to pre-
vent child abuse.

With my personal experience I have
witnessed this firsthand, and in my
practice in caring for patients, I am
thinking back of one patient in par-
ticular, one small child that we cared
for at the University of Kentucky Med-
ical Center.

b 1230
A child that was abused to the extent

that they were comatose. I think, why
should this happen in this great United
States. I look at the impact that this
has on the events that have occurred,
and not only that, but we look at what
has happened recently as to how much
do we really care about our children.

Certainly I am honored to speak on
this, the resolution of the gentlewoman
from Ohio (Ms. JONES), and I certainly
commend her on this. As we are ad-
dressing and focusing more attention
on this issue, I hope that we can reduce
the number of abused children in this
tragedy in the United States and cer-
tainly continue to work.

This concurrent resolution will ex-
press the growing problem of child
abuse and neglect. It also focuses on
enhancing public awareness. We believe
that the faith community, nonprofit
organizations, State and local officials
involved in abuse and neglect, and vol-
unteers across America must recommit
themselves to ending this alarming
trend.

Federal dollars should be used in a
constructive manner to maximize the
prevention of child abuse in our local
communities. It is time for this Nation
to focus more attention and resources
on the disturbing problem of child
abuse. We need to encourage individ-
uals to take actions in their commu-
nities to ensure a happy, healthy envi-
ronment for our children.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

It gives me great pause as I stand in
this Chamber this afternoon to bring to
the floor this resolution with regard to
child abuse in America. The statistics
are numbing. In 1997 over 3 million
children were reported for child abuse
and neglect to child protective agen-
cies. Between 1988 and 1997, child abuse
reporting levels increased by 41 per-
cent. Currently, 47 out of every 1,000
children are reported as victims of
child mistreatment. In 1997, 1,054,000
children were victims of child abuse, or
in other numbers, 15 out of every 1,000
U.S. children.

A child in the United States is twice
as likely to be reported as abused or
neglected as to be enrolled in Head
Start. Mr. Speaker, 37 percent of Amer-
ican parents reported insulting or
swearing at their children within the
last 12 months. One of three of all
Americans have witnessed an adult
physically abuse a child, and two out of
three have seen an adult emotionally
abuse a child.

In 1996, 1,185 child abuse fatalities
were reported. Between 1995 and 1997, 78
percent of these children were less than
5 years old at the time of their death.
Mr. Speaker, 38 percent were under the
age of 1 year old.

It is time that we as a Congress and
we as a Nation wake up and understand
the impact that child abuse has not
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